Ruddington St Peter
St Peter
Aim: To explore the life of Peter
Objective: Pupils will learn about the life of Peter
Curriculum links:
KS1 Leaders and teachers
KS2 Inspirational figures
Activity: Children will hear the story of Peter and will undertake different
activities connected with aspects of his life. They will reflect on his story
and its importance for the church.
Resources: Depending on the activities chosen:
x Bibles and Bible references
x Tracing paper, felt pens or acetate sheets and OHP pens, black
paper
x Paper plates, lollipop sticks, card, straws
x Materials for making sheep
x Card, lollipop sticks, felt pens, shiny gold and silver paper and
tinsel
x Card and pens for invites
x Fish shapes, pens, net
x Story of washing feet, bowl, water, towels
x Card, scissors, pens

Information for Leader
The two lights on the right of the East Window above the altar depict scenes from the life of St Peter. The two main
pictures are of the JLIWRIWKHNH\VRIWKHNLQJGRPWR3HWHUDQGWKHZRUGVRI-HVXVµ<RXDUHWKHURFN¶%HORZLVWKH
PLUDFXORXVFDWFKRIILVKDQG-HVXVELGGLQJ3HWHUWRµ)HHGP\VKHHS¶

Introduction (15 mins)
x

As the children arrive give them chance to take of coats, etc. and to sit where they will be able to see the
East Window.

x

Explain that they are sitting in the most important part of the church, and so the window they can see has
important pictures in it. It has the Holy Spirit coming at Pentecost, which was an important time for the
church, and Moses, who was a great figure in the past, and then the two windows on the right are important
for this church. This church is dedicated to St Peter and so these two windows show different events in St
3HWHU¶VOLIH

x

Read the VWRU\RI3HWHU¶VOLIH EHORZ $V\RXUHDGDVNWKHFKLOGUHQWRVHHLIWKH\FDQKHDUWKHHYHQWVWKH\
can see in the window.

x

/RRNDWWKHZLQGRZDJDLQDQGVHHLIWKHFKLOGUHQKDYHZRUNHGRXWZKLFKSDUWVRI3HWHU¶VOLIHWKH\UHIHUWR

Activity (30-60 mins)
Choose froPWKHIROORZLQJDFWLYLWLHVWRUHLQIRUFHDVSHFWVRI3HWHU¶VOLIH<RXPLJKWFKRRVHRQHRUWZRIRUWKHZKROH
group to do, or might like to offer several for children to choose from and rotate around so they have a broader
experience of the life of St Peter. You will need at least one adult with each activity. Choose activities depending on
the age of children you are working with and the time you have available. Where the children are making something
it is often helpful to have one readymade for them to copy. It might also be useful to have Bibles available to read the
relevant parts of the story to the children as appropriate.

x

Small groups of children could each look up a Bible passage which relates to the life of Paul. They could
then act out their part of the story and show the rest of the group. Some of the following passages would be
useful ones to include:
o Matthew 4:18-22 Jesus calls the disciples
o John 1:35-42 Simon is called Peter
o Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus walks on water
o Matthew 16:19 Peter given the keys to the kingdom ± the symbol used for Peter
o Matthew 17:1-13 The transfiguration
o John 13:1--HVXVZDVKHVWKHGLVFLSOHV¶IHHW
o Matthew 26:31-35 and Matthew 26:69-3HWHU¶VGHQLDORI-HVXV
o John 20:1-9 Peter runs to the empty tomb
o John 21:1-8 Catching fish with the resurrected Jesus
o John 21:15--HVXVVD\Vµ)HHGP\VKHHS¶
o Acts 2:14-36 Peter addresses the crowd at Pentecost
o Acts 12:6-18 Peter released from prison by the angels

x

Children could design another stained glass window to portray a different story about Peter. Felt pens on
WUDFLQJSDSHURU2+3SHQVRQDFHWDWHVKHHWVPDNHJRRGµVWDLQHGJODVV¶ZLQGRZVUse black paper to make
a frame.

x

Cut a paper plate in half to make a boat shape. Colour it appropriately. Add a mast and sail with a straw and
card. Make simple puppets by drawing faces on the ends of lollipop sticks to represent Jesus and Peter.
Having made these, children can act out the story of Peter walking on water.

x

Make sheep with the children ± there are plenty of ideas of how to do this at:
www.artistshelpingchildren.org/lambsheepartscraftsideaskidsforspring.html Remind the children of Jesus
asking Peter to feed his lambs. Discuss what this meant.

x

Make Transfiguration puppets. Stick a drawing of Jesus on one side of a lollipop stick. Stick another on the
back, but decorate this one with gold and silver to make it shine. Children can then retell the story, showing
how Jesus changed when he was with Elijah and Moses.

x

Make invitations IURP-HVXVWR3HWHULQYLWLQJKLPWRIROORZDQGEHFRPHRQHRI-HVXV¶GLVFLSOHV

x

On cut-out fish shapes, children can write or draw the most sLJQLILFDQWSDUWRI3HWHU¶VVWRU\RUexplain how
WKH\ZRXOGOLNHWRIROORZ3HWHU¶VH[DPSOH+DYHDODUJHQHWIRUWKHFKLOGUHQWRSXWWKHLUILVKLQWR

x

Read the story of Jesus washing his disciples feet, then WKHFKLOGUHQFDQZDVKHDFKRWKHU¶VIHHWWKLQNLQJ
about how it feels to allow someone to do this to them.

x

Make pictures of the tomb with a flap to lift to show that it was empty. Children could also add Peter running
to the tomb.

Plenary (5 mins)
x

Bring the children back together by the East Window. Ask them to think about what they have learnt about
Peter. What was the most significant thing for them? Why do they think Peter did some of the things he did?
Why is Peter a good saint to name a church after?
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Peter
Simon was a fisherman. He lived by the lake and went out in the boat with
his brothers every day to catch fish. Some days he caught loads of fish and
VRPHGD\VKHGLGQ¶WFDWFKDQ\DWDOO
One day Simon and his brothers had spent hours in the boat and they KDGQ¶W
caught any fish. They were tired and when they got back to the shore there
was a large crowd of people on the beach and they were all listening to a
man talking. There were so many people that the man was getting pushed
almost into the water. When the man saw Simon and his brothers he asked
if he could use their boat. He got in and they moved away from the beach a bit. The man carried on talking to the people.
Eventually it was getting late and the man sent all the people away. He turned to Simon and his brothers DQGVDLGµ0RYH
out into the lake a biWIXUWKHUDQGWKHQSXWGRZQ\RXUQHWVIRUDFDWFKRIILVK¶ 6LPRQDUJXHGWKDWWKH\¶G been trying for
hours and not caught anything, but there was something about the man that made him do as he said. They went towards
the middle of the lake and put down the nets and caught so many fish the nets almost broke!
:KHQWKH\JRWEDFNWRWKHVKRUH-HVXV WKDWZDVWKHPDQ¶VQDPH VDLGWR6LPRQµ/HDYH\RXUQHWVDQGFRPHZLWKPHDQG
,ZLOOPDNH\RXDILVKHURIPHQDQG,ZLOOFDOO\RX3HWHUZKLFKPHDQVWKHURFN¶ Jesus also said he would give Peter the
NH\VRIWKHNLQJGRPZKLFKVRXQGHGYHU\LPSRUWDQWHYHQLI3HWHUGLGQ¶WXQGHUVWDQGZKDWKHPHDQW
So Peter (as Simon was now called) followed Jesus and there are lots of stories about what happened next.
Once Peter was on the lake in a boat with their friends, and it got stormy. Through the rain they saw Jesus walking towards
them, on the water! Peter always liked to get involved and so he called out that he wanted to join Jesus walking on the
water. He did manage a few steps, until he realised what he was doing and Jesus had to help him back into the boat.
Another time tKH\FOLPEHGDPRXQWDLQDQGDWWKHWRSPHW(OLMDKDQG0RVHV7KDWZDVDQDPD]LQJGD\-HVXV¶FORWKHV
turned brilliant shining white and his face shone like the sun. Peter thought it was so wonderful that he wanted to build a
KXWVRWKH\FRXOGDOOVWD\XSWKHUHEXWLWGLGQ¶WKDSSHQ
7RZDUGVWKHHQGRI-HVXV¶life he had a special supper. At a meal like that it was normal in those days for the servant of the
KRXVHWRZDVKHYHU\RQH¶VIHHWZKHQWKH\DUULYHG7KLVWLPHWKHVHUYDQWKDGQ¶WGRQHLWVR-HVXVJRWWKHERZODQGDFORWK
DQGKHEHJDQZDVKLQJKLVIULHQGV¶IHHW3HWHUWKRXJKWWKDWZDVQ¶WDJRRGLGHDKHNQHZ-HVXVZDVDYHU\VSHFLDOSHUson
and that he, Peter, VKRXOGEHZDVKLQJ-HVXV¶IHHWQRWWKHRWKHUZD\URXQG%XW-HVXVVDLGµ1R3HWHU,ORYH\RXYHU\
PXFKDQGWKLVLVWRVKRZKRZPXFK,ORYH\RX,ZRQ¶WEHZLWK\RXIRUPXFKORQJHUDQGZKHQ,¶YHJRQH,ZDQW\RXDOOWR
look after HDFKRWKHUDQGZDVKHDFKRWKHU¶VIHHW,I\RXGRQ¶WOHWPHZDVK\RXUIHHW,¶OOWKLQN\RXGRQ¶WORYHPH¶3HWHUORYHG
-HVXVYHU\PXFKDQGKHVDLGµ,QWKDWFDVH-HVXVGRQ¶WMXVWZDVKP\IHHWZDVKDOORIPH¶ -HVXVODXJKHGµ1R\RX¶UHQRW
dirty, you don¶WQHHGDZDVK7KLVLVMXVWWRVKRZ,ORYH\RX¶
Jesus said Peter would pretend KHGLGQ¶WNQRZ-HVXV3HWHUZDVKXUWE\WKLV+HORYHG-HVXVDQGFRXOGQ¶WLPDJLQHQRW
admitting they were friends. But that evening three times people said he was a friend of -HVXVDQG3HWHUVDLGµ1R¶,WZDV
dangerous to admit knowing Jesus then. He had just been arrested and they were trying to decide what to do with him. To
know Jesus then was to be associated with someone who was being treated as a criminal. When Peter realised what he
had done he was so upset he ran away and hid for a while.
Then Jesus was crucified. His body was put in a tomb and a huge stone was rolled in front of it. The next day, Peter rushed
WRVHHLWDQGIRXQGWKHVWRQHKDGEHHQPRYHGDQGWKHWRPEZDVHPSW\1RWKHERG\KDGQ¶WEHHQVWROHQ-HVXVZDVDOLYH
and Peter met him.
-HVXVNQHZ3HWHUIHOWEDGDERXWVD\LQJKHGLGQ¶WNQRZ-HVXVDQGKHJDYHKLPDVSHFLDOMREWRGR+HVDLGWR3HWHUµ3HWHU
IHHGP\ODPEV¶+HNHSWVD\LQJLWWRPDNHVXUH3HWHUKDGKHDUGDQGXQGHUVWRRG-HVXVPHDQWµ/ook after my friends.¶
Peter did just that, and carried on some of the special work Jesus had been doing. After Jesus had finally gone back to
heaven, Peter made a famous speech about Jesus that made loads more people want to follow what Jesus had been
teaching.
Peter carried on telOLQJRWKHUVDERXW-HVXVDQGKHOSLQJWKHPOLYHDV-HVXVKDGWDXJKWWKHPWROLYH7KH.LQJGLGQ¶WOLNH
what Peter was saying and had Peter put in prison. One night while Peter was asleep in prison, two angels came to the cell
where he was being kept, and led Peter by the hand, past the guards and out of the prison. His friends were amazed when
they saw him safe and well. But it made the king very angry and eventually, because of some of the things he was saying,
Peter was crucified as Jesus had been. But Peter PDGHWKHPSXWWKHFURVVXSVLGHGRZQEHFDXVHKHGLGQ¶WWKLQNKHZDV
good enough to die the same way that Jesus had.

